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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The present project report has been prepared during the school year 2014/2015, under the Discipline 

of Final Project, in the last year of Master’s degree in Architecture in Instituto Superior Técnico. It intends 

to present and support over the following pages, the main reflections and strategies developed along 

this school year.  

The work developed, emerged through a proposal by the city council of Lisbon, with the goal of 

reshaping the Parque Eduardo VII and the implementation and design of the new Lisbon Congress 

Centre. This urban facility, due to its scale and meaning, implied a reflection on the Parque Eduardo 

VII and its relationship with the city, which is a large central public space in Lisbon. Thus, this 

intervention proposes a building that accommodates all the program provided by the city council of 

Lisbon, but also an urban project for its strategic nature, because it reconciles several interests to 

promote the qualification, by integrating the building as a binding element between the Park and the 

exterior.  

The construction of a large-capacity Conference Center in Lisbon is justified by the growing importance 

of business tourism associated with congresses. This competition between cities to house these kinds 

of events, has not yet found in Lisbon a building/facility with the capacity to accommodate the larger 

conferences. Although in the recent years several alternatives have arisen, still nothing has been 

achieved. The Parque Eduardo VII is, however, an interesting location to study, in the context of the 

conversion of the Pavilion Carlos Lopes that is currently disabled, it can take advantage of its centrality, 

and the hotel offer can grow as the accessibility by various types of transports. 

This work had several stages of development and approach throughout the year. The first phase 

consisted in deep analysis of the place, through a survey elaborated by student’s groups, inside the 

the Final Project Discipline, in the first half of the school year 2014/2015. This research was based on 

bibliographic elements, in the information submitted by the city council of Lisbon, as well as online 

elements, which resulted in a set of information shared by all, to create a solid working base as a 

starting point for the project. This report synthesized this information of historical and social features, 

an indispensable chapter for the analysis of the place. Based on this analysis, it began the conceiving 

of the project that was in this case, the entire project from the first sketches, prepared along with my 

colleague Rita Santos Simões da Silva. 
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2. SITE ANALYSIS 

The Parque Eduardo VII was elected as an intervention area for this project due to its qualities and 

potentialities as a central green dot in the urban city of Lisbon. 

From the end of the 19th century the location area of Parque Eduardo VII was the target of numerous 

proposals and different urban visions: since the Parque da Liberdade to the prolongation of the  

Avenida da Liberdade, the Green corridor and the project of the city Palace. 

This area with about 3.7 ha (750 m for 490 m), located on the central axis of the city, allowed an 

expansion to the North, with direct connection to the Praça do Comércio and located in the vicinity of 

other significant spaces of the city with high accessibility. 

 
Aerial photograph of the Parque Eduardo VII 

 

In the year 1755 occurred an earthquake of exceptionally intensity which destroyed much of the city. 

Marquês de Pombal decides to rebuild on the ruins and for the first time Lisbon was designed, planned 

and built. Thus, the new Pombaline plan has created city development incentives. 

The Passeio Público, border element to the North of the Pombaline plan, built in 1764, represented a 

willingness to give a bourgeois experience to the city by construction of urban green spaces, but its 

demolition was required to allow the expansion of the city to the North. 

The implementation of this measure in 1879 marks the end of the Romantic Lisbon starting the 

expansion into the interior of the territory and setting up a new sense of the city's growth through a 

modern boulevard, opened in 1886. 

The project of the Avenida da Liberdade was developed by the hand of Rosa Araújo, which is 

considered today as a starting point for other projects. With about 90 meters wide and 1100 meters 
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long, has several tracks, wide sidewalks decorated with 

gardens and Portuguese sidewalk. The opening of the 

Avenida da Liberdade was a transformation in the 

territory leading Lisbon a new urbanity. 

 

 

 

Top North of Avenida da Liberdade, João Cristino lithograph, 1905 

 

Ressano Garcia, engineer of the Town Council in 1874, set a clear strategy for the development and 

expansion of the city. The plan presented in 1904, included, in addition to the opening and 

consolidation of the expansion axis to the North by the Avenida da Liberdade and Avenida da 

República, the innovative road system and definition of 

green spaces, favoring the definition of public spaces to 

the detriment of the architecture of the urban blocks. 

At the inauguration of the Marquês de Pomball 

monument in 1934, the Parque Eduardo VII was only an 

empty land without any construction. The space was 

originally intended for the extension of Avenida da 

Liberdade. 

Henry Lusseau won the international competition for the 

design of the Eduardo VII Park in 1887, with a romantic 

design, with a layout according to the morphology of 

the terrain, with boulevards and lakes. 

In 1942 Keil do Amaral starts the projection of the plan 

for the park that did not extend the Avenida da 

Liberdade to the North, similar to what is today, with a 

green central lane as a corridor, and an Acropolis on 

top of it, overlooking the Tagus River. In the North was 

the city Palace, marking this space through their 

greatness. 

Keil do Amaral Project, 1942 

 

The Parque Eduardo VII is characterized as an uneven landscape territory, which allows the existence 

of distinct stay spaces, surrounded by wooded areas, more or less dense, ranging in the East/West, 

and in the central area, end of the Avenida da Liberdade axis. 
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The design of the Parque Eduardo VII develops in an  

uneven plan, retrieving the idea of a viewing point at 

north, which offers an overview without obstacles for the 

River: in the center of it, the Avenida da Liberdade and 

the Baixa Pombalina, the castle of Saint Jorge at the left 

and the ruins of Convento do Carmo at the right, always 

having the Tagus River as a backdrop. Such a 

monumentality is related to the project to build the city 

Palace, a building that would Crown the Grand central 

Parkway, although it has not been implemented.  

The design of the pedestrian routes within the Park 

arises from the follow-up of irregularities of the terrain, 

branching out in order to join stay spaces, and to extend 

their limits to the surrounding urban area. 

 

Current design of the Parque Eduardo VII 

 

Due to its central location in Lisbon, the Parque Eduardo VII is considered an urban structuring element 

and also a public transport meeting space. Its implementation made it a focus of convergences and 

road distribution, not only because the city’s main arteries can be accessed from Rotunda do Marquês 

de Pombal, such as Avenida da Liberdade, but also because in its surroundings there are many points 

of interest, trade, leisure and tourism. From the Parque Eduardo VII is easy and possible to access to 

much of the city. 

Although there are parking areas outside the Park, there are occasions of demand exceeding supply, 

generating incidents of misappropriation of spaces. However, we can see the wastage of underground 

parks, particularly under the Parque Eduardo VII, whose use is restricted to one of the three floors. 

Thus, any functional program that will be installed should ensure parking space due to the increase in 

demand for this case, but also try to take advantage of these parks now underutilized for other 

situations. 

The Carlos Lopes Pavilion marks the landscape of the Park for its volume and appearance, being visible 

in practically all the territory. The building is now municipal property and it is closed for lack of security 

conditions. Characterized by an eclectic architecture, revivalist taste, it has a square plan with the main 

facade coated with tiles from the factory of Sacavém, which reproduce moments in the history of 

Portugal.   
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4. INTERVENTION PROPOSAL 

 

The beginning of the project is preceded by the correct choice of his deployment, starting from the 

analysis of the Parque Eduardo VII, which suffered several interventions in different times, and the limits 

that we implemented such as the no interruption of the Central Alameda, known as the extension of 

Avenida da Liberdade, or the Green corridor. 

The Lisbon City Council suggested the conversion of the Pavilion Carlos Lopes, which is abandoned 

and without use, as a starting point and location of new Lisbon Congress Centre. This site has a good 

accessibility in various types of transport, it is strongly equipped of hotels, points of view, and it is close 

to the limits of the Park. Occupying this space does not break the unity of the Park or the Green corridor. 

The first strategy for the project starts of the desire to clarify the outstanding existing routes, creating a 

new route, public, allowing the crossing of the entire Park in this direction, making it permeable in some 

key-access points. 

In this way, the access points to the area of intervention are part of the park’s crossing paths, and the 

connection of these dimensions is a starting point for the design of the whole intervention, constructing 

the building and public space at the same time. 

In fact, the existing routes, designed by Keil do Amaral, as well as the Pavilhão Carlos Lopes, 

contributed to the longitudinal orientation of the project and throughout its organization, design and 

conditioning of the building, including the new path. 

Still working on his shape, we looked to continue the existing blocks extending its lines and borders in 

order to steer the course as well as the creation of full and empties spaces that would lead to a square, 

facilitating the access to the building. 

 

Confronting the functional area required by the program (over 40 000 m2) with the area of the Pavilion 

Carlos Lopes (approximately 6 000 m2), it is clear that this will be a large increase, and that the insertion 

of a larger volume would break with the permeability of the ground or even with the idea of fluidity of 

the building in the garden. In this way, functional modules are grouped according to their programmatic 

organization, resulting in three cores. 

To make it possible the serenity and horizontality of the building, it will be needed a large part of the 

building to be buried in the ground. 

Grouping the programmatic areas in three main clusters, one of which is the area of the auditorium that 

it was intended to be buried almost entirely, leaving only some emerge in the field giving a sense of 

continuity, stabilizes the General volume where we have the other two similar cores, broken by the new 

route created. 

Serving the initial strategies as basis, the building will arise as a plant, with its roots buried and outcrops 

on the surface. In first place, the Auditorium volume, bounded to the North by a courtyard mostly buried, 

with their organic cover in the prolongation of the land with pyramidal shapes, in order to create a visual 

continuity with the Park. Then the other two volumes with the same dimension, of pure form, in which 
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the development of the interior of the project decides that it would be floating on a transparent skin, 

organic, all this at the garden level (89.0 quota), i.e. the level of the Pavilion Carlos Lopes. This 

transparency given by the glass, as well as its fluid drawing, create a connection to the garden, taking 

part in it from the inside, and vice versa. Down to the level of the main entrance, where it will be the  

foyer, at the level of the road connecting Avenida Sidónio Pais to the Alameda Central Park (82.0 quota), 

emerges a small volume that helps to define the input square, dissolving it and giving it shape, 

connecting the building to the surrounding construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project implementation plan 
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In an attempt to make the cross-pathway of the project a more interesting route, beginning the path in 

the input square, after passing the built space, it will open in a steady movement, being possible to 

contemplate the entire Park and at the same time inviting to its passage. 

 

The Auditorium presents itself as an individual place, on the ground, with its individuality magnified by 

its organic form, expressed in his coverage as well as in his side walls on the interior space, being the 

more buried volume. Regarding its internal organization, it is divided in half to be able to use it 

separately, in which audience can also be split by two. This way, it is intended to make the Auditorium 

a versatile space, with the aim to adapt to various types of events as it can be used not only for 

conferences, but also for shows. For that, special attention was taken in the relation to the acoustics of 

the space, mainly due to its size and shape. The Auditorium structure influenced its organization, since 

it is a large volume, where it would have 50 meters to be supported by side walls. 

Cross section 

 

The central volume of the building that arises from the implementation of the Carlos Lopes Pavilion, the 

main volume, where is located the foyer of the main entrance, marked by a large space, transparent to 

the outside, with a elaborate stairwell, connecting to the upper floor, like a large sculpture to mark the 

space. It is also in this space at the top level (89.0 quota) the Exhibition Centre, where the rest of the 

volume is occupied thereby and the area of exhibitions continues to the South volume, with the same 

height, linked by bridges over the cross path, continuing to be internal space. 

This volume now mentioned, in addition to cover part of the exhibition space, and the floors above, the 

meeting rooms with multipurpose spaces that may be divisible, is characterized as a event space, by 

the presence of the banquet room, with access to the main foyer level. Able to work independently, this 

space opens onto the garden, modeling this meeting point.  

The administration space that continues to be predicted in the program, appears as a secondary unit  

to these volumes and it is perpendicular to the rest of the building, with direct access from the outside 

or the inside from the foyer, being at this level a coffee bar, and up-level the administrative part. 

The parking is located under the whole building, with access from the Avenida Sidónio Pais, after the 

input square, bounding it at South. The entrance is for both cars and heavy vehicles, taking into account 

to the internal access to the different poles, as well as the safety and emergency access that continue 

vertically throughout the building, without neglecting all the internal organization and traffic in the two 

parking floors. 



 

8 
 

4. FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

It was able to redesign the Park with the presence of the Congress Centre, through the new permeability 

and new route. Despite the large scale of this building, it managed to fade away on the ground, in 

accordance with the surrounding lines. 

The proposal accommodates all features and areas required by the Municipal Council of Lisbon, 

excluding the sports area that is suggested to be settled on the other side of the Park, since there is 

already an area of sport. 

The Parque Eduardo VII would be refurbished and all the surrounding area would benefit from this new 

Congress Center, being an asset to various areas promoting this space in Lisbon. 
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